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gooKk the whole expence of thefe troops fhould be 
es defrayed by the king of France, but that the 
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half * of what he advanced fhould be deduét- 
ed from the debt which he owed to Elizabeth. 
It was refolved, that in order to avoid an open 
rupture with the court of Spain, the utmoft fe- 
crecy fhould be obferved in levying the troops 
and in tranfporting thern to the continent ;_ but 
it was agreed, that in cafe thefe tranfactions 
could not be concealed, and the Spaniards, in 
revenge for the affiftance afforded to the Dutch, 
fhould attack either, or both of the contracting 
princes, they fhould mutually affift each other, 
and furnifh fuch a number of troops, to be em- 
ployed by fea or land, as fhould be judged fuf- 
ficient for their mutual defence, and the pre- 
fervation of the United Provinces +. 


James immediately fulfilled his parts of this 
agreement, by giving fecret orders to the lord 
Buccleugh to raife a body of two thoufand men 
in Scotland, who fome months after were 
fent over to join the army of the ftates . 


Tue archdukes and the court of Spain were 
greatly alarmed, when they heard of the kind 


* Grotius fays two thirds. + Sully’s Memoirs, 
book xvi. Carte’s Hiftory of England. ¢ Carte and 
Meteren, Vittorio Siri, ton. i. p. 148. For the precife 
fam due to Elizabeth, vide Sully, book xxi. near the be- 
ginning. 
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reception which the king had given to the BOOK 
French ‘ambaffador, and they fufpected that 
fome treaty had been concluded between them. 
It does not, however, appear that they receiv- 
ed particular intelligence of the purport of it; 
and they ftill entertained the hopes of being 
able to fix James in their intereft. 


Tue archdukes had. early fent over the 
count D’Aremberg, as their ambaffador, to 
congratulate him on his acceffion; and foon 
after, Don John de Taxis, count of Villa Me- 
diana, arrived in the fame capacity from Spain. 
It was commonly believed that the former of 
thefe noblemen, who was efteemed as a foldier, 
but was extremely ill qualified for his prefent 
employment, had, foon after his arrival in 
England, given his countenance to a confpi- 
racy, formed by the lords Grey, Cobham, fir 
Walter Raleigh, and others, for fubverting 
the prefent government, and raifing Arabella 
Stuart to the throne. It would feem that he 
had, at leaft, lent an ear to the confpirators, 
without thinking it incumbent on him to com- 
municate their intentionto the king’s minifters ; 
and by this imprudent conduct he rendered 
himfelf fo obnoxious to James, that, in his 
hands, no treaty of agreement with his mafter 
could have fucceeded. But James was ftill as 
rauch as ever bent on peace with Spain, nor 

had 
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had he meant to preclude himfelf from coh- 
cluding it by his treaty of alliance with the 
French monarch. 


Taxis left no art untried to confirm him in 
this pacific difpofition ; and, at the fame time, 
laboured to remove thofe prejudices againft 
the Spaniards which he had long entertained, 
and had been lately awakened by count 
D’Aremberg’s concern in the confpiracy. He 
was warmly feconded by the queen, who, be- 
ing attached to the Spanifh intereft, had con- 
ceived the defire of having the young prince, 
her fon, married to the infanta, and, by 
bribes and promifes, it was believed, he had 
gainedover a confiderable party of the Englifh 
counfellors. 


Tue Erench king and the ftates-general 
thought they had much reafon to dread the 
influence of fuch powerful agents, and they 
employed all their intereft to counteraét them, 
and to divert the king from his intention. 
James gave them repeated affurances, that 
Henry fhould have no ground to complain of 
him for any breach of the alliance into which 
he had fo lately entered, nor the ftates for be- 
ing inattentive to their intereft; but the pre- 
fent fituation of his affairs, he told them, ren- 

dered 
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dered it neceflary for him.to put an erid to the 3 00K 
Spanifh war. 





1664. 
He accordingly gave orders to his minifters 
for holding conferences for this purpofe, with 
the Spanifh and Flemifh ambaffadors, and in 
the mean time caufed an entire ftop to be put 
to all hoftilities. 


Tose appointed by the archdukes were 
D’Aremberg, and Richard of Verreicken ; and 
Rouida, a fenator of Milan; had come over to 
the affiftance of Taxis, 


Tue letter which Taxis brought to James 
from the king of Spain was addreffed to him, 
not in the ufual ftyle, To our Brother, but, To 
our Coufin; and, in enumerating James’s 
titles, though France was mentioned, Ireland 
was omitted. James laughed at the latter 
of thefe abfurdities, into which he fuppoted 
the Spanifh court had been led, by their com- 
plaifance to the pope, who had publifhed a 
bull, declaring Ireland to be a fief of the holy 
fee ; but he fharply exprefied his refentment at 
the rerm Coufin. 


Ir foon appeared that the claims of the two 
nations on each other were but few in num- 
Vou, I, M ber. 












. to"have welt ed; a neithe ‘ 
~ anindemnification for the expen 
but there were two points which + 
to be adjufted, and occafioned the holding of 
many conferences. The Spaniards, on the one 
hand, infifted that James fhould engage to © 
_ prevent his fubjeéts from entering for the future 
into the fervice of the United States; and he,. 
on the, other, required that ‘they’ thould enjoy 
the liberty of trade to the Indies. 


Tue Spanifh ambaffador etree : 
his matter had expected to find in his’ ts 
majelty a good and faithful ally, and’ hoped 
to have formed an. offenfive and defenfive- 
«alliance with him but if he was ftill deter- 
“amined, in. imitation of his predeceffor, to give 
affiftance to the rebels,in the Netherlands, it 
was impofiible but the catholic king muft con-: 
» fider him rather as an. enemy than a friend.” 
» The Englifh commiffioners replied,. that their 
mafter could not now regard.the Dutch:in the~’ 
light of rebels ;. their fovertignty es sbeent 
aeknowledged by fome: of the: p . 
in Europe; and the king hale yavhis ace ‘ 
. found-fo clof a conne&tion’ iting be i, 
them and his Engin paeeS as Pe. eee re 













4 c Teves within. his dominion 
ees ag he inte ed to obferve a 
‘neutrality, he “was, ready to grant the: fame 
permiffion-to, ‘the archdukes’ and the crip 
Spain, and farther to engage that he fhould 





not fend any of his own troops to the.affiftance 


of the ftates, nor furnifh them either with 3 mo- 
mney or with military ftores. The Spanith com- 
miffioners finding, «after feveral conferences, 


that all their’ temonftrances on ‘this head provs - 


os ineffeGtual; were obliged, to: “eee in 
“the icing s Poel. $ 

, a, ather article athe Poceltincds which * 
related to the. India trade; was the fubject of 
feveral conferences, and of great ‘altercation 
_ between. the commiffioners.. The “Spaniards - 
_ Ynaintained that,, as ‘they “were ‘the firlt dif. 
" coveters of the Indies, and their right to thefe 

_-cotintries had b been confirmed by the fovercign 

~ ppontifi; ‘no other nation was entitled to trade 
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to the king of France in the 
tlikewifeto the emperor, 
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refufed to ane this per~'- 
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Sie peace, it was at length prope 
A tion whatever fhauid be.n 

© the“ treaty’ syand to. 
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i not 00 oe was fatified by th ening ©. The | ae 
cy of it gave gene Tatisfa8tion’ both tc ‘the Spa- me 
1604- . nifh and Englifh nations ; but was ‘unaccept~ fe 
able to the Englith failors, becauife they alone, — 
by the numerous, captures they | had made, had 
derived any, Bic’ ee fom the e ;% 
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; « # “BDerava ye Seite of theft negociations, 
the war in the Netherlands was carried on. with 
more than ordinary, vigour., The fiege of 
Oftend had lafted for more than-two years and 
a half, andthe» befiegers, during all that time, 
had exerted their utmoft ftrength+ and ficill ; 
yet fo vigorous was the oppofition which they 
‘received from the garrifon, that. they ‘had not 
been ‘able to make any confiderable impreffion 
#on-the ‘place. Fhofe huge niachines, above 
“mentioned, which were. intended for ‘blocking 
upsthe canal, were no fooner brought within 
“reach of the artillery of the town;*than, by the 
\ well-diretted fhot of the ‘befiegers, they were > 
* either demolifhed or fet on fitexT he befiegers 
too made innumerable -fallies, in which they 
difplayed the moft determined intrepidity, and _ 
“¢ompleted the deftruétion of tuch, parts of 
ee ae fone ee 
: * Itwas not tl the following year thatthe carl af Nor- 
, tingham, lord Kigh admiral, was fent to Madrid to wines 
the notification of this treatyy by ‘the king of Be 
+ For farther particulars erlang to. this treaty. fee Ap £ 
prs A. : 
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fruting chef ‘works was. Pompeo Targoné, 
ap Italian, who pofiesed an inventive genius,” 
but had never till now enjoyed an opportunity 
of redveing his theories to practice. Of this 
man’s ingenuity’ the archdake ‘unfortunately 
entertained too “favourable an opinion; and 
was thus too eafily induced to approve of. 
projeéts, which, on trial, were found impraéti- — 
cable, but were attended in the execution with 
immenfe ‘expence. His mathihes weré? all 
“conftrugted at fome diftance from the town’; 
but when they were brought forward to:the 
places where they were. to be ufed, they wi 
‘ expofed, either to the violence of the tide, or 
to the fire of the befiegers ; and it often hap- 
t pened that works were in afew hours deftroyed, 
‘or rendered ufelefs, on which . the Jabour of , 
“may weeks had been employed. © 





ie: aa 


ai ie Tue archduke:came at nett to. be phe 
Bs ceived in the expectations which he had form- 
a of the,fuccefs of thefé works. His patience 
was now ‘greadly -exhautted ; and he began to 
ful ef t that ‘the repeated” “difappointments . 
vhich ee with most ‘bei in a great 

KR " " Miea= 








_ few.months in the. Netherlands, and, til his» Sp: 
arrival there, had never: witnefied 4 military” : 
operations: yet Albert,’ “with the confent™ of the es 
couttof Spain, refolved to devolve on himthe © 
_ cothimand of the. army, and the profecution of ~ 
ni this fiege, i in which the firenuous. efforts of his 
moft .expetiénced. commanders had been‘of fo © 


fea St Tittle avail. Informing this refolution it’ was 


generally believed that, in the iffue,’ he would. bg 
- find that he, had been betrayed into ftill greater 
imprudence than when he repdfed fuch un-. 
defer ‘confidence in. the’ abilities of Tare 
goné, and many of his officers were greatly'in. 
cenfed ata choice fo expreffive of his diftrut *; f 
in their abilities ; “but having. conceived a high 
admiration, of * Spinola, opartly on account of . a, 
‘his. fpirited ‘conduct in fome. enterprizes. of ae 
{mall importance in which he had been engag-— i) 
ed, and partly from che prudence and fagacity. Pe. 
of which he had given proof as often as-he nd Me 
confulted him on the conduc of the war, Al bod 
bert ees si ee ws i 












much anxiety when the archduke communi’ 


cated tO him’ his intention. He ‘hefitated for. 


~ fome time. whether to” -accept, at “folcritical a 


juncture, ‘of fo ‘important a ‘command, in” 
which, inttead of acquiring fame, he might, ~~ 
at hig -veryentrance upon the ‘militaty life, "exe 


pofe himfelf to ‘fo great ‘a tik of theurring 


cenfure and reproach “and de-fore, Befete”™ % 
he agreed. to the archduke’s propofal,, he coh & 


vened together fuch ‘of the officersas he¢on-” 


fided in, and defired them deliberately. wlan 2 
fider’ whether i it was practicable to bring the vis, 
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fiege of Oftend to the acne Coneladpa 


‘Srisous was highly sr , 
ing a.diftinétion, ‘but could ‘not avoid feeling : 
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Berta men differed widely from each other 
in their’ fentiments onthe fubject, and ogy 
contributed to increafe his perplexity.” But, * 
being ‘confcious of refources within” himfelf, © 
of which thofe who attempted to diffuade: him 
could form. rio conception, his hopes and his 
_ ambition at length prevailed over his doubts 


and fears, and determined him to acchg of ae 


the command, 


‘ Has a 4 


Tar failure of many enterprizesyhe believed, . 


had’ been en greatly owing to-the mutinous fpirit. 


» of the twoaps, seat. the irregularity 
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oP al ofits paps and . to remedy this evil iwhthe 
vee firft object to 1 he applied his attention, 


‘Upon enquiry, he found that Jange fums of | 
money had been mifapplied, embezzled by 
thofe who had the care of the ‘military cheft, 
‘Thefe perfons he difmified from, their employ- 
ments, and fubftituted others," wpon a plan of 
greater ‘cecénomiy; in their room. But he ftill 
‘perceived that the military funds were too 
“fmall to enable him'to keep the troops in good 
humour, and at the fame time to carry on fuc- 
cefsfully ‘all the expenfive operations of the 
fiege. Of the truth of this he {pared no pains 
to convince the archduke and. the Spanifh mi-~ 
nifters ; and, in the meantime, till they fhould | 
devife expedients for furnifhing — hini)with 
more ample fupplies, he pledged his private. 
fortune for fuch confiderable fums as put .it 


in his power to give inftant ae to the 
troops. 


x conduing the operations of the (oe 
he deference for the judgmient of the argh- , 
duke determined him to perfift for fome time 
longer in the attempt, which had coft fo much 
-expence of blood and labour, to intercept the 
lavigation of the canal; and, inorder.to form’ 
“the intchded dyke, and batterieS*on thé-ba 
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other: materials, ek brought ‘font es BO ah: 


oft floats oF rafts conftructed by. Targoné, “ine 
this work, being ‘expofed | both to the fire and 
the fallies of the befieged, advanced flowly.” 


Tt could not be finifhed, he perceived, for, 
many months ; ; and, even when it fhould be | 


finithed, though it would render the naviga- 
‘tion of the canal more difficult tothe Dutch 
fhips ; yet many of them, he forefaw, by taking 


advantage of the night, and.winds and tides, 
might elude his batteries,.and_ the garrifon . 


fill continue to receive fupplies. In order. to 
prevent this, Targoné had, with the archduke’s 


approbation, begun. to. ere¢t, on large boats : 


ftrongly bound together, a huge floating caftle, 
which he propofed to {tation in the mouth of 
the canal, and to plant it with cannon. But 
Spinola.confidered this projeét as chimerical. 
A pile fo huge .and unwieldy could not, he 
fufpeéted, be brought. from’ the place, where 
the engineer was employed +i ‘in building it it, to 
the mouth of the canal: although it fhould be 
found practicable to do this, yet the machine 
would not. long refift ‘the violence of the tide; 
and, unlefs a dyke of an extraordinary, height 
‘and ‘flrepgth, could be raifed to fhelter it, it 
would fon, be demolifhed, by the. Rake 2 of 
the t town, » Lit 
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la 
dba? mi ee the canal, 
"and refolved, ‘henceforth, ‘to employ lis whole 5 
“ftrength in carrying: on the ¢ by mines, 
‘batteries, and affaults. Phe abcde, notwith- 






‘ftanding the repulfe which he: had met’ with 
“in the! affault above related, would, on the 
Schad day after; have’refiimed his attempt, if 

“the troops, dif@ontented With his treatment of 


‘them on that occafion, had’ ‘hot -refufed’ to 
obey. “Bur the whole ‘army was now under the 
moft perfect difcipline ; and having fio longer 
any ground to complain of their want’ of EY» 
they were Teady to give every proof of 

‘actachment to their general, “from whom t they 
had received fo ‘much greater attention than 
had formerly been fhéwn them. Encouraged 
by this difpofition of his army, Spinola iffred' 


| his orders for a general ‘affault,.’ in the fame 


quarter where the former’ one had. failed, at 
the fmall canal which encompatied thefortifi- © 
Gations.on'the welt. “In order to infpire his 
troops with emu lation, he dividéd them into 
four Battalions, one of which was entirely 
_compofed of Germans, the fecond of S paniards, 
the third of Italians, and the: fourth of Wal- 
Joons, and-other foldiers raifed in” thé county 
of Burgundy. Great quantities of materials 


| baa been ote for sitihe whey acro& . 
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the canal, at. thofe parts where he ineefided te B one 
troops fhould»ypafs;. and the foremoft ranks coining 
-weré-orderéd. to carry before them:a fort of .*°°* 
rampart formed of twigs and faggots, to fcreen 

them from the fire of the enemy’s fmall arms 
_in their approach. 





Tue garrifon, having received intelligence 
of his defign, were well prepared for their de- 
fence ; and the affailants had no fooner entered 
the canal than they began a dreadful fire upon 
them, both with their finall arms and_ their 
artillery. Great numbers fell, notwithftand- 
ing the. precautions which had. been. taken: 
ftill however they continued. to advance. The 
Walloons having been ftationed fartheft from 
the fea, where the canal was of the fmalleft 
depth, were the firft who arrived on the other 
fide; and the reft of the army quickly follow- 
ed.. The garrifon ftill maintained their ground, 
and kept up an inceffant fire, by which ‘the 
braveft of the affailants fell in heaps above one 
another. Spinola was in the midftyof his 
troops, giving orders, and exhorting them to 
prefevere. They@were animated by his exam- 
ple,’as’well-as his exhortations; and_ it being 

~now become more dangerous to retreat than 
to advance, they haftened” forward with. the 
moft. defperate ‘intrepidicy, - ‘and attacked: the 
ravelins, and half-roons which defended the 

counter- 
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as n° x ‘counterfoarp. The garrifon withitood their fury 


as for fome time; but at length, after gteat 
a 


i i 


numbers had fallen on both fides, they ‘were 


Tra 


compelled to abandon their outworks, and re. 


tire within the ditch. 
ot. : 
» Spinoza could not at this time attempt with 
fafety to proceed any. farther in the attack ; but 
“having covered his men from the enemy’s fire, 


\Whe immediately began, by,)Working trenches, 
_ to'make itill nearer approaches to the place *. 


Tue ftates-general were in the mean time 
deliberating whether to attempt to raifé the 
fiege, by marching the army to Oftend ; OF to 
undertake fome new conqueft on the coaft of 
Flanders, by which the lofs of Oftend, which 
they had now more reafon to dread then ever, 
might be-compenfated. After maturedelibe- 
ration, the latter of thefe meafures was adopt- 


ed, as the eafieft to be carried into execution; 


and it was agreed. to undertake the reduétion 


of Sluys+, which, as it Jay. nearer tothe’ 


United Provinces, would’prove in every’ re- 
fpeét a more valuable pofigffion than Oftend. « 


Tus troops were ordered to rendezvous at’ 


Williamftadt, where prince Mautice, atcended, 


* Bentivoglio, patt. iii. ib. vii. 


+ Sce volume ii. p- 237. Of Philip II. ie b 
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by cheep, of. the ftates, arrived on the BOOK 


_ 24th of A and next day he fet fail with 


& “upwards » twelve thoufand men for the ifle 


of Caidfane, 1 which i is feparated from Sluys by 
the great. canal. Having difembarked without 
oppolition, he foon reduced all the forts upon 
the ifland. From Cadfant he paifed over inte 
that part of Flanders which lies to the eaft- 


ward of Sluys, and laid fiege to a ftrong fort, 


called St. Catherine. The parr ifon of this fort 
having made a more vigorous refiftance than 
he expetted, he refolved, rather than be.de- 
tained before it any longer, to leave it behind 
him in the’enemy’s poffeflion, and gave orders 
forshaving his artillery drawn off in the middle 
‘of the night; but one of his cannon having 
funk in.a marfh, a great number of {failors 
were employed in raifing it, who made fo 
great a buftle and noife, that the garrifon, be- 
lieving the. whole Dutch army to be at hamid, 
and'that they were removing their artillery.to 
amore advantageous fituation, in order to re- 
new the attack, were feized witha panic, and 
_ fled precipitately towagds Ifendyck. Of: this un- 
: expected event the prince received intelligence 
next morning, when he took pofleffion of the 
fort: and from thence he proceeded to Ifyn- 
™ dyck, Ardenbourg, and,other places, all of 
which he eafily compelled to furrender. 
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formed by Serrano, the governor of Sluys, of 
the:danger which threatened him, fent him a. 
reinforcement of three hundred men. With this, 
reinforcement, joined. to as greata number of 
the garrifon as could be {pared,, Serano, who. 
was an officer diftinguithed for his activity ‘and ; 
enterprize, refglved to_ embrace the oppottu- 


. nity which the  prefent diftance of prince 


Maurice’s army afforded hims: sto make an at- 
tack on the ifle of Cadfant. ‘i * 


Wan his ddies faeces he mutt have got 
poffeffion of all the Dutch tranfports, together 
with their military ftores, and thus have ren- 
dered it impracticable for Maurice to proceed 
in his intended enterprize againft Sluys. Some . 
companies of Scotch troops, which had been 
ftationed in Cadfant, having no apprehenfion. 
‘Of danger, were offitheir guard, and- Serrano 
had time to land fix hundred of his men with- 
out oppofition; but the Scots, having foon 
received intelligence of their landing, fet out | 
inftantly to oppofe them} and having come 
upon them before they were:completely form-" 
ed, attacked them with uncommon fury, and: 
drove them back in great confufion to their 
boats, : 


Tue 
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Tue prince had now fubdued all the fortified ® 0° 
places which lay to the eaft of Sluys, and was 
advancing weftward, when he was met by Ve- 
lafco, general of the archduke’s cavalry, who 
had been fent to obftruct his progrefs. Velaico 
had pofted his troops in a ftrong fituation, 
near Dam, which ftands on the canal of 
Bruges. He had the good fortune in the be- 
ginning to repulfe a party of the Dutch horte, 
who were fent before the reft of the ermy to 
attack his intrenchments; but the infantry 
coming up, he was overpowered by nurnbers. 
About eight hundred of his men were killed 
and taken prifoners, and he himfelf with the 
reft was obliged to retire precipitately towards 
Dam. 
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Arter this fuccefs, Maurice, judging it un- 
neceflary to lofe time in laying fiege to this 
fort, proceeded in his march, and, with little 
difficulty, made himfelf matter of all the forts 
on the great canal, by which Sluys communi- 
cates with the fea; immediately after which, 
he affigned their feveral ftations to his troops 
in the neighbourhood of the town, and began 
to form a line of circumvallation round the 
place, by working deep intrenchments where 
“the foik permitted, cafting bridges over the 
numberlefs little canals and rivuiets, by which 
the ground is almoft every where interfected, 
Voi. I N and 
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and fortifying the whole at certain diftances 
with redoubts *. 


In thefe laborious operations feveral weeks 
were employed; and before the works were 
finifhed, the archduke found means, at dif- 
ferent times, to reinforce the garrifon with 
fifteen hundred men. Prince Maurice was not 
forry for the introduction of thefe troops into 
the town. He had received certain intelli- 
gence that the ftock of provifions in the place 
was not fufficient long to fupport fo great a 
number ; ‘he had no intention to carry on the 
fiege by batteries or affaults, and he hoped 
foon to be able to render the blockade fo com- 
plete, as to prevent the entrance of fupplies. 


Tue archduke, on the other hand, expected 
ere long to be able to raife the fiege, and 
dreaded no danger but from the weaknefs of 
the garrifon. He was deeply fenfible of the 
great importance of Sluys, which, befides af- 
fording the moft commodious retreat to the . 
Spanifh gallies, was conveniently fituated for 
an invafion of the United Provinces, and en- 


* In order more deeply to imprefs the minds of his 
foldiers with a fenfe of the importance of their prefex. 
enterprize, Maurice appointed the 21ft of May to be ob- 
ferved as a day of fafting and of prayer to the Almighty, 
for his blefling upon their arms, 

abled 
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abled him to give great annoyance to their nook 


trade. Hecould not, however, perfuade him- 
felf to forego the fruits of his long-continued 
labours before Oftend, by raifing the fiege of 
that place; but he refolved for fome time to 
fufpend his operations there, and fignified to 
Spinola his defire that he fhould immediately 
march to the relief of Sluys, leaving no more 


troops behind him than were fufficient to re- 


ftrain the fallies of the garrifon, 


Spinoza, who was well acquainted with the 
character of prince Maurice, had a juft fenfe 
of the difficulty of carrying the archduke’s de- 
fign into execution, and remonttrated againtt 
it as impracticable ; but finding that Albert 
could not be prevailed on to alter his refolu- 
tion, he agreed to accept of the command, 
upon condition that the officers of the greateft 
experience fhould accompany him in the expe- 
dition. He could hardly flatter himfelf with 
the hopes of fuccefs, and he wifhed that others 
fhould partake in the cenfure which he was 
likely to incur. The archduke readily con- 
fented to this propofal; and, being joined on 
this occafion by a great number of the muti- 
neers, who had been perfuaded to return to 
their duty, he began his march with fix thou- 
fand foot and two thoufand horfe, befides a 

N 2 train 
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Tue garrifon of Sluys had already begun to 
fuffer greatly from the want of wholefome 
food ; and Serrano had repeatedly fent notice, 
that without a fupply he could not poffibly 
hold out for many days longer. Spinola there- 


‘fore advanced towards Sluys with the utmoft 


expedition ; and, having received intelligence 
that the weakeft part of the enemy’s lines was 
at a village called Tervarde, he made an at- 
tack upon them in that quarter in the mid- 
dle of the night. But the Dutch troops were 
prepared for his reception; and though he 
had taken every precaution to infure fuccefs, 
he was obliged, after repeated attempts, to 
retire with confiderable lofs, 


Hz then fetched a compafs round by Arden- 
bourgh, and directed his march towards the 
ile of Cadfant, in the hopes of making him- 
felf mafter of that ifland, from whence he 
might by water introduce provifions into Sluys, 
He expected to have come upon the enemy in 
furprize, by fording the canal which feparates 
Cadfant from Flanders on the eaft, But prince: 
Maurice, having fufpected his defign, had 
planted a half-moon battery there, and ftationed 

fome 
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fome fele& troops to difpute his paflage, under 

count William of Nafflau. Over thefe troops, 

Spinola at firft gained fome advantage, and 
drew them from the battery: but Maurice 
himfelf, coming up with frefh troops to their 
affiftance, Spinola was, at length, obliged to 
abandon his attempt, after an obftinate con- 

teft, in which he tuffered the lofs of five hun- 
dred killed, and as many wounded. 


Hap not Spinola entered with reluctance on 
his prefent enterprize, his prudence might 
juftly have been impeached ; but as his difap- 
probation of it, and his diffidence of fuccefs, 
were known to the enemy by intercepted 
letters, as it had been known from the begin- 
ing to his friends, and nothing had been 
wanting on his part to carry it into fuccefsful 
execution, it ferved, notwith{tanding his re- 
pulfe, to heigthen his character for military 
fkill, and confirmed the archduke in the high 
opinion which he entertained of his abilities, 


He returned without delay to Oftend; and, 
on the fecond day after his retreat, Serrano, 
the governor of Sluys, capitulated upon ho- 
nourable terms. His garrifon amounted to 
four thoufand men, befides a great number of 
flaves, who had formerly been employed on 
board the gallies ; but his ftock of provifion, 

N 3 had, 
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BooK had, feveral days before, been entirely con- 
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fumed, and the ftrength of the foldiers was 
fo much impaired, that more than fixty of 
them died on the road to Dam, which is only 
two hours march from Sluys. 


By one article of the capitulation, all the 
artillery and military ftores, and by another, 
all the fhips and ten Spanifh gallies, which 
had fo long infefted the Dutch trade, were 
delivered into the hands of the conqueror, 


Fourteen hundred flaves, the greater part 
of whom were Turks, were fet at liberty ; and 
as many of them chofe to return to their na- 
tive country, the United States, in order to 
conciliate the friendthip of the Corfairs, treated 
them with great humanity while they remain- 
ed in Holland, and afterwards fent them in 
Dutch fhips to Barbary *. 


Tue glory which prince Maurice acquired 
from {fo important a conqueft was greatly 
heightened by the comparifon which men ge- 
nerally inftituted between the rapidity of his 
progrefs, and the flownefs of that cf the 
Spaniards before Oftend. Judicious obfervers. 
thought there was hardly room for this com- 

* Grotius, lib, xiii, Meteren, and the Triumphs of 
Naffau. Bentivoglio, p. 3. cap. vii. 
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parifon, the two cafes being extremely dif- 
ferent in the moft important refpeécts from 
each other; but it was univerfally acknow- 
ledged that Maurice had, on no former occa- 
fion, difcovered greater vigour and vigilance, 
or greater military fkill. 


Tue archduke, on the other hand, was 
feverely mortified; nor was he entirely free 
from apprehenfions of being ere long fubject- 
ed toa ftill greater mortification, as a confi- 
derable part of the feafon fit for action ftill re- 
mained, and he expected that Maurice, whofe 
army had fuffered almoft no diminution, would 
next attempt to compel him to raife the fiege 
of Oftend. In order to prevent this, which 
he would have confidered as the greateft cala- 
mity that could befall him, he gave imme- 
diate orders for ftrengthening the fortifications 
of Dam, Blackenberg, and other places, by 
which the prince’s army could approach, 


But Maurice had no intention of entering 
fo far into an enemy’s country, whofe forces 
were fuperior in number to his own; and the 
ftates-general, highly fatisfied with the fuccefs 
which had already attended their arms, re- 
folved to employ the remainder of the feafon 


in fecuring their new conquefts. No expence 
N 4 was 
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Cadfant, Ifyndyck, and feveral other places in 
the neighbourhood of Sluys, were ftrongly 
fortified. 


Tue marquis of Spinola had, in the mean 
time, refumed his operations before Oftend, 
and was daily making nearer approaches to 
the town. He had already crofied the ditch, 
and compelled the garrifon to retire from all 
that part of the place called the Old Town, 
but one redoubt *, from which, as it was con- 
fiderably elevated above the other fortifica- 
tions, the befiegers made dreadful havoc 
among his troops, He refolved, whatever it 
fhould coft him, to make himfelf mafter of 
this redoubt. His Spanifh and Italian troops, 
having been again and again repulfed with 
great flaughter, could not be perfuaded to 
renew the attack: and this arduous under- 
taking was therefore committed to two regi- 
ments of Germans, who, allured by promifes, 
and pufhed on by emulation to execute what 
the Italians and Spaniards had abandoned in 
defpair, advanced towards the fort with the 
moft determined intrepidity. The garrifon 
fprung a mine upon the foremoft of thefe re- 


* Called the Sand-hill. 
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giments, and blew up a great number of them 8 OOK 
in the air. The reft, however, fupported by ———~ 
the fecond regiment, {till continued to advance, a 
and having attacked the garrifon fword in 

hand, they drove them with irrefiflible fury 

from the place. 


Tue garrifon, by the advice of a Scotch 
engineer of the name of Dixter, had provided 
againft this difafter, by drawing a ftrong in- 
trenchment flanked with baftions, and forti- 
fied with artillery betwixt the old and the new 
part of the town; and behind this, they had 
likewife drawn another intrenchment of the 
fame kind acrofs the middle of the new 
town; being determined to difpute every 
inch of ground, and to maintain their defence 
till the laft extremity. 


From the progrefs however which Spinola 
had already made, and the fkill and vigour 
with which his operations were conduéted, it 
could not be doubted that he muft ere long 
get poffeffion of the place. The garrifon ftill 
continued to make the moft vigorous fallies 
upon his miners and his troops; but fince 
they had loft the fort of Sand-hill, thefe fallies 
were made at a much greater expence of 
blooz, on their part, than formerly: their new 

works 
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BooK  woiks had not yet acquired the fame folidity 
=-——— and flrength as thofe from which they had. 
0% been expelled ; and, being now confined within 
fuch narrow limits as could not admit of any 
confiderable reinforcement of frefh troops, 
they were expofed to much greater danger 
than before, of being overpowered in every 
affault, by the fuperior numbers of the 

enemy. 


Tue ftates-general, influenced by thefe con- 
fiderations, and thinking it extremely doubtful 
whether the prefervation of Oftend, fince the 
conqueft of Sluys, was an object worthy of the 
expence and attention it muft coft, refolved to 
perfift no longer in the defence, and fent in- 
{tructions to the fieur de Marquette, the gover~ 
nor, to prepare himfelf for capitulating upon 
honourable terms, 


On receiving thefe inftructions, Marquette 
immediately conveyed to Flufhing, by the 
fhips which were then lying in the harbour, all 
deferters and other perfons who had any par- 
ticular reafons for dreading the enemy’s refent- 
mient, together with a part of the artillery and 


flores; after which he fent two of his principal 


officers to treat with Spinola of the furrender 
of the place. 


THis 
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Tuis general, whether from admiration of sooK 

that intrepid bravery which the garrifon had Gaeice 
difplayed, or becaufe he was ftill diffident of (c+ 
fuccefs, and defirous to avoid the farther ef-  pitulates 
fufion of blood, readily agreed that, the gar~ 
rifon fhould march out with all the honours 
of war, and be fafely conducted by land to 
Sluys; that waggons fhould be furnifhed to 
the fick and wounded; that the inhabitants 
fhould be at liberty to quit the town without 
moleftation; and that all prifoners on both 
fides fhould be releafed. This agreement was 
made on the 20th of September, in the begin- 
ning of the fourth year fince the commence- 
ment of the fiege; and on the fecond day 
after, Spinola was put in poffeffion of the town. 
He religioufly fulfilled all the articles of the 
capitulation ; and while the garrifon were pre- 
paring to fet out, he gave proof of a genero- 
fity of fpirit, of which no other inftance has 
occured in the hiftory of the prefent war, by 
inviting the governor, and all colonels and 
captains in the place, to a magnificent enter- 
tainment, where he treated them with every 
mark of diftinction and refpect, 


From Oftend the governor marched at the 
head of his garrifon, amounting to near four 
ghoufand men, with a {mall train of artillery, 

along 
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along the fea coaft, till they arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Sluys, where they were met 
by prince Maurice, who received them in the 
moft gracious manner, and gave them every 
teftimony of applayfe and gratitude. They 
were foon after followed by almoft the whole 
body of inhabitants, who chofe rather to re- 
fide at Sluys than Oftend ; and the chief ma- 
giftrate of Oftend was appointed chief magi- 
ftrate of Sluys. 


Sucu was the termination of this celebrated 
fiege, which, befides an enormous expence of 
labour and military ftores, had coft the con- 
tending parties the lives of near a hundred 
thoufand men. Oftend could not, on any ac- 
count, be deemed worthy of this expence ; vet 
the Dutch feemed to have acted wifely in de- 
fending it with fo great obftinacy. They 
could no where elfe have encountered the 
enemy on more advantageous terms; and, 
while the fiege continued, they not only en- 
joyed profound tranquillity at home, but were 
at liberty to fecure and extend their frontier, 
by the acquifition of Rhinberg, Grave, Cad-' 
fant, Hfyndick and Sluys. 


Tue conduct of the archduke does not 
admit of any fuch apology. Hardly any of the 
7 places 
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places which he had loft was of lefs import- 
ance than Oftend ; and Sluys, from its excel- 
lent harbour, and its neighbourhood to Zea- 
land, was of much greater importance. His 
arms, at a juncture when his finances were low, 
and his troops mutinous, ought rather to have 
been employed in defending his own domi- 
nions than in attacking thofe of the enemy ; 
and if he had found leifure for acting offen- 
fively, he ought to have made his attack on 
fome place of eafier conqueft, in the preferva- 
tion of which the United Provinces were more 
deeply interefted. 


Burt if he ever came to be fenfible of his 
error, it was not till he thought that it could 
not be retrieved with honour; and he was en- 
couraged to perfift in it by the Spanifh mi- 
nifters, who were at too great a diftance from 
the fcene of action to judge of the conduct 
which it was proper to purfue. 


Bur there was reafon now to expect that 
neither the archduke, nor the court of Spain, 
would for the future be guilty of the fame 
fort of imprudent conduct as that into which, 
on different occafions, they had been hitherto 
betrayed ; as both he and they were impreffed 
with a juft efteem of the prudence and great 

abilities 
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abilities of the marquis of Spinola, and had 
refolved to devolve on him the entire direéction 
of the war. He had already given ftriking 
proofs of fuperior capacity; and no perfon 
doubted that he would ftill be found deferving 
of that extraordinary confidence that was re- 
pofed in him. 


A cuter fource, Spinola knew, of thofe dif= 
appointments and loffes which Albert had 
fuftained, was his irregularity in the pay of his 
troops; and in order to remedy this evil, the 
marquis refolved either to reduce their num- 
ber, or to be well affured of procuring more 
ample funds for their fupport. But no fuffi- 
cient funds could be procured, unlefs they 
were furnifhed by the court of Spain, and 
therefore, as foon as he put his army into 
winter-quarters, he fet out for Madrid, in the 
hopes of being able to convince the Spanifh’ 
minifters of the neceffity of either making 
preater exertions, and furnifhing more liberal 
fupplies, or of refolving as foon as poffible to 
put a period to the war. 


Tue Spanifh finances were in no better 
order at this time than at any former period. 
From that decay of induftry, of which the 
caufes have been already mentioned, Spain was 

noe 
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no longer able to furnifh either her colonies 8 Ox 


or herfelf with manufactures of her own pro- 
duétion. The gold and filver which fhe im- 
ported from America no fooner arrived than it 
was tranfmitted for the purchafe of munufac- 
tures, to other nations that were more in- 
duftrious; and the fcarcity of the precious 
metals in Spain had rifen to fo great a height, 
that the duke of Lerma had, laft year, raifed 
the nominal value of the copper coin, which 
by a royal edict was made nearly equal to that 
of filver. But this abfurd expedient ferved only 
to increafe the evil which it was intended to 
prevent or remedy f. 


CounTERFEIT Copper money, of equal in- 
trinfic value to the current coin in Spain, was 
poured into that kingdom by the neighbour- 
ing nations: thefe nations, at the fame time, 
received gold and filver in return: they {till 
continued likewife to receive the price of their 
manufactures in gold and filver. And thus 
was Spain more than ever drained of thefe pre- 
cious metals. The diftrefs arifing from thence 
was fenfibly felt from one end of the king- 
dom to the other, and the minifters often found 
it difficult to procure money fufficient for the 
neceflary purpofes of government. But, being 


¢ Gonfalez Davila, lib. ii: cap, xiv. 
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1604. 
The court 


of Madrid 


refolves to 
carry on 
the war. 


with England, and hoping tha: henceforth the 
returns of treafure from America would be 
greater and more certain than they had hitherto 
been, they refolved, in conformity to’ the 
king’s i@lination, to fpare no expence to ena- 
ble the archduke to carry on the war in the Ne- 
therlands with vigour. 


AGREEABLY to this refolution, the marquis 
of Spinola, to whom Philip, on this occafion 
gave every proof of efteem and confidence, 
was immediately furnifhed with a confiderable 
fum of money. The ftrongeft affurances were 
likewife given him, by the minifters, of 
greater punétuality in their future remit- 
tances; and there was at the fame time con- 
ferred upon him, full power to employ all the 
money which he received, or was afterwards 
to receive, in the manner which he fhould 
judge to be moft expedient. ‘The conduét of 
the archduke, it feems, and that of thofe to 
whom he had committed the adminiftration of 
his finances, had rendered this precaution ne- 
ceflary: he had never obferved that ftriet 
ceconomy ‘which the exigencies of his affairs 
required; and it would appear, that being 
fenfible of this defect in his character, and 
con{cious of his inability to corre&t it, he was 

well 
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fent from age devolved upon Spinola. 


Tre marquis having thus accomplifhed the 
defign.of his journey to Madrid, and obtained 
from Philip and his minifters their approba- 
tion of his plan of operations for the next cam- 
paign, returned without delay to Bruffels. 
The firft object of his attention was to remove 
every ground of difcontent among his troops, 
by applying a part of the money which he 
had brought along with him to the difcharge 
of their arrears; immediately after which, he 
gave orders for making numerous levies in Ger- 
many and in the fouthern provinces of the Ne- 
therlands. The Spanifh minifters had promifed 
to fend him a veteran regiment from Spain by 
fea; and they had given inftructions to the 
governors of Naples and Milan to provide for 
him a {trong reinforcement of Italians*. 


Tue United Provinces on the other hand, 
being already well acquainted with the activity 
and enterprize of Spinola, had ftrenuoufly 
exerted themfelves in their military prepara- 


* Some officers fent over to recruit in Britain, but 
james difcouraged his fubjects from entering into the 
Spanith fervice. Vide Carte. Yet foldiers were raifed 
among the catholics, as appears frdm the fequel. _ 
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tions, and were fooner ready to take the field. . 
They had formed the defign of laying fiege 
to Antwerp, where they had learnt that the 
number of the garrifon. was neither adequate 
to the extent of the fortifications, or the great 
importance of the place. Prince Maurice did 
not approve of this expedition, but engaged 
in it at the requeft of the ftates. Having 'put 
a part of his army on board tranfports, under 


‘count Erneft of Naffau, he himfelf marched 


over land with the reft from Bergen op Zoom, 
and joined Erneft at the fort of Lillo, which 
ftands on the north fide of the Scheld, about 
two leagues diftant from Antwerp, and was ftill 
in poffeffion of the Dutch. 


_ His intention was to lay all the low grounds 
between Lillo and Antwerp under water, by 
cutting the dyke of the Scheld, together 
with the counter-dyke at Courveftain, and 
then to crofs over the inundation, and ,to 
pitch his camp on the higher grounds which 
lie near the town. He would thus have had 
a much fmaller {pace to inclofe with his en- 
trenchments, while his army would have been 
entirely fecure on one fide againft the approach 
of the enemy. His defign had been carefully 
concealed; and if his tranfports had not been 
detained by contrary winds, his enterprize 

would 





RT 
“would piobably ‘have been attended with fuc- 2 0 ee 
cefs,: But'Spinola, conjeCturing from the em-" —: 
barkation of a part of hisforcesyand/hischoice. *** 
of Bergen for the rendezvous of the reft, that» 

he could not have any other object in view 

but the fiege of Antwerp, had time to take 

every. precaution to prevent him from  carry- 

ing his»plan into.execution. He had greatly 
augmented. the. garrifons .of the. town and of 

the forts upon the counterdyke; and at the 

fame time had lined the banks of the Scheld 

on both fides with a fufficient number of troops 

to oppofe his landing*. 





Maurice attempted, however, to make a 
‘defcent on the Flanders fide near Caloo, but 
finding his utmoft efforts ineffectua], and that 
Spinola was every where upon his guard, he 
abandoned his firft attempt; and, after tedu- 
cing the caftle of Woude, a {trong fort in the | 
neighbourhood of Bergen, he embarked his 
army, and made a defcent in Flanders, near 
Ifyndyck, with an intention of laying fiege ei- 
ther to the Sas of Ghent or Hulft. 


* He had likewife come ‘himfelf to Antwerp, with all 
the forces. which he could collect together ; and having 
thrown a bridge over the Scheld, a little above the town, 
he ftood prepared to march whenever the enemy fhould 
adventure to begin their attack. 
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. Maurice himfelfhad difapproved of thisex- 


. pedition, as well as of his attempt on Antwerp, 


and had advifed to employ the army on the 
banks of the Rhine, where he thought there 
was reafon to dread an irruption ofthe enemy; 
but he had yielded to the judgment of the 
ftates, who, being anxious for the prefervation 
of Sluys, were defirous of getting poffeflion of 
as many fortified towns as poffible,-in the 
neighbourhood of'that important place. They 
had formerly had repeated proofs; how ill 
qualified they were to judge of the proper 
conduct of the war; and from the fequel, it 
will appear how much wifer it had been, if 
on the prefent occafion they had cae to 
the opinion of their general. 


Maurice had not time to begin his opera- 
tions either againft the Sas of Ghent or. Hulft, 
when Spinola, who on this occafion derived 
great advantage from his bridge over the 
Scheld, arrived in fight with ail his forces : 
but as neither of the two generals were in- 
clined to try the fortuné of a battle, they im- 
mediately applied themfelves to fortify their 
refpective camps; refolving, each of them to 
await till fome favourable opportunity fhould 
offer of annoying his enemy, without expofing 


“himfelf to danger. Several tkirmifhes. were 


fought 
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fought; by foraging parties with various fuc- 3 0.0 x. 
cefs, but neither party was able to gain any ——-. © 
confiderable advantage over the other. ae 


"Ar length, Spinola having ‘effectually pro- 
vided for the fafety of the two places which 
Maurice had intended to attack, left a part of 
the army under the count of Berg to watch 
his motions, and ordered the reft to direé& their 
march towards Maeftricht. 


Axovt thistime he expected the arrival of the 
troops which had been raifed for the archduke’s 
fervice in Germany and Italy, and he had ap- 
pointed Maeftricht for the place of rendezvous, 
Agreeably to the promife givenhim by thecourt 
of Spain, a regiment confifting of twelve hun- 
dred men had been embarked at Lifbon, in 
eight fhips, which, in order to clude the vigi- 
lance of the enemy, had been hired from . 
Hamburgh, of the Englifh and Danifh mer- 
chants. But notwithftanding their precaution, 
they were. intercepted by the Dutch admiral 
Hautain, whom the ftates had ordered to lie 
in wait for them in the Englifh channel. Four 
of them were either taken or deftroyed, and 
the remaining four obliged to take thelier in 
Dover, where they: were fhut up by the Dutch 

“till the following winter, when the long nights 
! O 3 afforded 
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afforded thern an opportunity to efcape to 
Flanders *. * tas 4 

Tue marquis of Spinola lamented the lofs 
of the Spanifh troops the more, as they were 
all veteran foldiers, commanded by officers of 
great experience. But all the German and 
Italian forces which he expeéted, having arriv- 
ed in fafety, he’ refolved without farther delay, 
to enter upon the execution of the plan of 
operations, which in concert with the arch- 
duke, he had formed for the remainder of this 
campaign. It had been his intention, ever 
fince the furrender of Oftend, to eftablifh: the 
theatre of the war beyond the Rhine, in that 
part of the dominions of the ftates where" the 
fuperiority of their naval force could be of no 
avail. His army would thus, he thought, be 


* The flates difgraced themfelves, and fullied the vidtory 
which they obtained on this occafion, by ordering all the 
prifoners to be tied two and two together, and thrown 
into the fea, Yet neithet Grotius nor Van Meteren, the 
two mott refpectable of the Dutch hiftorians, have fpoken 
of their conduétas reprehenfible. Their pretext for this 
barbarity, was to damp the courage of the Spaniards, but 
it rather ferved to infpire them in all rencounters with 
defperate rage and fary ; and as no better reafon could be 
given for treating with fo.great inhumanity the prifoners 
whom they took at fea, than thofe who were taken in the 
fiege of towns, or in the field of battle, it was an.example 
calculated to revive that favage method of carrying on the 
the war which had excited fuch general horror when it was 
practifed by the duke of Alva and his fon. , 

I in 


PHILIP III. KING OF SPAIN. 199 


in fome meafure fupported at the enemy’s ex- B oom 
pence ; it would be eafier for him to fupprefs 
the mutinous fpirit of his~troops, in cafe it **°s 
fhould again appear; and as the ftates had no 

dread of an attack in that quarter, he expected 

to. find fome of their principal towns unpre- 

pared fora defence. His defign had been 
carefully concealed even from the general 
officers : councils of war had been held, in 

which the archduke, in order more effectually 

to prevent a difcovery, had fometimes pro- 

pofed to undertake the fiege of Sluys, and 
fometimes that of Bergen op Zoom, or of 
Grave, or of Breda; and the different opinions 

of the officers had from time to time, by fecret 
agents, been communicated to the ftates. 





Paince Maurice, as already mentioned, was 
almoft the only perfon upon whom thefe arti- 
fices did not produce the defired effe&. He 
could not be perfuaded that Spinola, who had - 
given confpicuous proof of fuperior fagacity, 
would undertake the reduction of any of thefe 
towns, where the army of the ftates was at 
hand to interrupt his operations. He fufpect- 
ed that his atcack muft rather be intended 
againft fome more diftant place, which could 
not be fo eafily relieved; and had therefore 
propofed’to ftation ‘the troops on the banks of 

“O 4 the 
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entering the Dutch dominions on the caftern, 
frontier *. But the ftates having, in confes 
quence of the information they had received 
of the deliberations in the archduke’s council 
of war, ‘rejected this advice, Spinola was now 
at liberty to;carry his defign into execution, 


Berore he left, Flanders, he had given or- 
ders to the count de Bucquoi, his general of 
artillery, to fecure a convenient paflage for his 
army over the Rhine ; and this active officer, 
after planting batterics on the banks, and 
thereby clearing the river of fome armed 
vefieis which were ftationed there, had begun 
to erect two ftrong forts, one on each fide of 
the Rhine, at Keiferwert, a {mall town in the 
electorate of Cologn. As foon as -thele forts . 
were finifhed, Spinola fet out from Maeltricht, 
with all the troops which he had affembled 
there; and having joined thofe which were 
under Bucquoi, and croffed the Rhine at the 
paffage which had been. fecured; for him, he 
called a council of war, and for the firft time 
communicated to them his defign, 


Tue enemy, he told them, ,had been led ta 
expect an attack in Flanders, and they now 


* Grotius, Meteren. 


believed 





believed that he had formed a defign on Rhin- — 9 K 
berg. But'his intention, from the beginning,. ee 


had’been to lay fiege to Lingen; and by the 
reduction of that important place, to open an 


entrance into Friefland. He was fenfible how _ 


much it was contrary to the common maximis 
of ‘war, to leave behind him {0 ftrong a place 
as Rhinberg, but he did not from thence ap- 
prehend any danger or “inconvenience, fince, 
with the forts which had been ereéted, he 
could. always conamand’a fafe paflage over the 
river; befides that, «the fuccefs of his enter- 
prize againft Lingen mut greatly depend on 
the.celerity with which it fhould be executed, 
as prince Maurice would no fooner hear of the 
danger to which that place was expofed than 
he would haften to its relief. That although 
Lingen lay at a great diftance, and the march 
muft be performed in.a neutral country *, in 
which the troops would not be fupported by 


plunder, yet there was no ground to dread a » 


fearcity of provifions ; he had brought a confi- 
derable quantity along with him; he had 
money fufficient to purchafe whatever more 
’ fhould be neceffary; and, as he was determin- 
ed to enforce the ftricteft military difcipline, 
he had received affurances from the towns of 


Weftphalia, that, on that condition, they would ~ 


“* Weltphalia and the duchy of Cleves. 


2 chearfully .e 


| 
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he O° chearfully fomifh him with fupplies. But 

ae attention to difcipline was indifpenfably necef- 
fary, and for this reafon he was refolved that 


every violation of the rules of it fhould be pu- 
nifhed with the utmoft feverity and rigour. 


Wuar he declared on this occafion to his 
officers, he afterwards. carried into execution. 
Some of the foldiers having ventured, notwith- 
ftanding the peremptory orders which he had 
Hfued, to leave their ftandards, they were in- 
ftantly feized and put to death. The reft 
-were intimidated by this example; and al- 
though a great part of them had long been 
accultomed torapine and difobedience under 
former generals; yet fo great is the power of 
difcipline over troops which regularly receive 
their pay, that almoft no army ever marched 
through a neutral country againft which the 
inhabitants had fo little reafon to complain. 
His camp, in confequence of this prudent 
conduét, was at all times abundantly fupplied, 
and no time was loft in fending out detach- 
ments to procure provifions. The inhabitants 
ftill retained a bitter semembrance. of ) their 
fufferings from.the Spanifh army, under the 

, admiral of Arragon, and were in fome meafure 
animated with gratitude. to Spinola for the 
juftice and humanity,which he difplayed. ; 


AFTER 
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After traverfing a part of the duchy of 
Cleve, and “Weftphalia, he firft directed his 
march to Oldenzecl, a fortified town in the pro- 
vince of Qveryffel, and foon compelled the 
garrifon’ to capitulate; immediately after 
which he advanced towards Lingen, which lies 
at the diftance of only one day’s ‘march from 
Oldenzeel, and, without meeting with any op- 
pofition, affigned to his troops their feveral 
quartets round the town. Prince Maurice, on 
" whom the ftates-general had, as formerly men- 
tioned, beftowed the property of Lingen and 
its territory as a reward for his important 
fervcies, had, at his own expence, made great 
additions to the fortification of it. But as the 
enemy’s attention had, for feveral years, been 
turned to another quarter, it was defended, at 
this time, only by the ordinary garrifon, 
amounting to five or fix hundred men, 


Even with fo fmall a garrifon, however, 
Prince Maurice had expected it might fuftain 
a fiege of feveral weeks ; and the governor, 
an officer of the name of Cobbe, feemed ar 
firft determined to defend it till the laft extre- 
mity. Spinola was therefore obliged to begin 
the fiege in form, and to make his approaches 
to the place-as ufual, by working trenches. 
The garrifon had not fufficient numbers to in- 
terrupt his operations, and he foon reached 


the: 
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the “ditch, » which was of) an’-extraordinary 
breadth and depth, ‘and filled with water; nor 
could the water be drawn off, “becaufe the 
ditch lay: confiderably lower than»the adjacent 
ground. But at length his troops got’over it, 
though not without confiderable laughter, by 
filling it wp with earth and fafcines, and then 


_ began to'work a mine under one of the-prin- 


Anugu 18. 


cipal baftions of the town ; when the garrifon, 
importuned by the inhabitants, and defpairing 
of being able to defend themfelves much 
longer, capitulated on honourable terms. 

Prince Mauri¢e, in the mean time, had 
advanced as far as Deventer, the capital of 
Overyffel, and was employed in preparing for 
an attempt to raife the fiege. 


On the firft intelligence which he received 
of the march of the enemy from Maeftricht, 
he had difpatched his brother, Henry Fre- 
deric, with four thoufand foot and one thou- 
fand horfe, to watch their motions ;. anda few 
days after, he had fet out himfelf} at the head 
of another divifion of his forces. » But, having 
judged itneceffary to leave a confiderable pro- 


portion of them in Flanders to oppofe any 
‘attempts which the enemy might make in that 


province, he was obliged to ftop for fome days 
at Deventer, till he had collected a fufficient 
number 


eR SM ee RE ERR SS Tews zy CET sat si ee 





PHILIP IIL. KING OF SPAIN. 20s 


number of troops from «the neighbouring 8 ooK | ; 
towns, tovenable him to undertake the reliefof —_™ _ 
Lingen ; and: before his: preparations were °°. 
complete, :a,meflenger arrived with the news 

of its furrender. He »was highly incenfed. 
againftthe governor and officers, for the feeble 

defence they had made of a place of fo great 
importance, and threw them all into:prifon, 

where they remained for near a twelvemonth ; 

and though they were afterwards fet at liberty, 

they were all of them degraded from their 

rank. 


He had juft caufe for the refentment which 
he felt on this occafion, as Spinola, who had 
thought it unneceffary to fecure his army by 
entrenchments, muft have raifed the fiege as 
foon as the army of the ftates had approached. 
He had ground likewife for great anxiety, 
when he confidered the defencelefs ftate of 
moft of the towns in the neighbourhood of 
Lingen, and particularly that of Bourtang and 
Coevorden, by the conqueft of which the 
enemy would have a free courfe into the pro- 
vinces of Groningen and -Friefland. It was 
believed, ‘that if Spinola had immediately at- 
tacked thefe places, he might, without great 
- difficulty, have made himfelf mafter of them. 
But having fpent fome time in ftrengthening 
the fortifications of Lingen, he thereby afford- 4 
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ed. leifure to, prince Maurice to provide for 
their fecurity. He judged ‘it.to be of greater 
importance to preferve- what he «had already 
acquired, than to multiply his conquefts; and, 
as Maurice had collected an army in the 
neighbourhood, nearly equal to ‘his own, he 
thought that he could not venture any farther 
into the enemy’s country fo late in the feafon, 
without expofing himfelf to the greateft rifk. 
Having, therefore, taken every necefiary pre- 
caution for the fafety of Lingen and Odenzeel, 
he returned afterwards to Keyferwert, and re- 
paffed the Rhine. 


Tue forts which had been erected there 
having given offence to the elector of Cologne, 
on whofe territory they had been raifed, the 
archduke, in order to appeafe his refentment, 
had fent orders for demolifhing them ; which 
Spinola did accordingly, and then began to 
build other two, a little farther down'the river, 
at Rorerort in the county of Meurs, which 
was at that time fubjeét to the Dutch. 


Wuize a part of his army was employed in 
building thefe forts, fo neceflary for preferv- 
ing his communication with his late conquctts, 
he fent the reft, under the count de Bucquoi, 
£0 lay fiege to Wachtendonc, a town in Guel- 

der- 
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- derland, which ftood in a marfhy foil, and was 30 0K 


~ deemed one of the ftrongeft towns in that pro- 
vince, but was as this time rendered more 
acceffible than ufual, by a long continued 
drought. As the fortifications however were 
complete, and the garrifon numerous *, he had 
reafon to apprehend that the fiege mutt laft for 
feveral weeks, and that prince Maurice, who 
had left Overyffel, and was encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Wefel, would certainly at- 
tempt to raife it. He therefore ordered the 
count de Bucquoi to. fortify his camp with 
ftrong entrenchments; and having lately re- 
ceived a ftrong reinforcement of Italians, be- 
fidesa confiderable number of Englith, Scotch, 
and Irifh catholics, whom James, agreeably 
to his treaty of peace with Spain, had per- 
mitted the archduke to enlift in his dominions, 
he took his ftation near Rorerort, with a refo- 
lution to attack prince Maurice’s army in the 


reat, incafe he fhould venture to approach to 
Wachtendonc. 


Iw diftributing their quarters to his troops 
on the north fide of the Rhine, next to the 
enemy, he commited an error which was 
likely to have been attended with fatal confe- 
quences, by ftationing his cavalry at the vil- 


* ‘Twelve hundred men. 
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